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A NORTH AUSTRALTIAN DENDROBIUM,
By W. H. Niczorrs

Dancdyobium dicuphwan, F.v.M-—This elegant species is hricfly
described and commentad upon by its author, Baron Sir Ferdinand
von Mueller, in Frogmento. Phytographie Australie, viii, 28
(1871), but he had: previously described it fully (under D.
Drgibbiom), in Val, vi of the same work. It 33 one of those
torms which range themselves arovad the superh Cooltown
Orchidd (D, phalanopsis, Fita.), D, superbicns, Reichh ; D.
FatgGeraldii, Fo.M.; and D. bigibbum, Lindl, are other Austra-
lian species—all close allies. D, diceplium is well sepavated [rom
all these forms in several particulars—chiefly that of habit,
Bentham refevs to this species as D, Dicuphian, hut the meaning
1% identical.

The speaimen from which my drawing was made 1z in the
possession of Mrs, Charles Barrett, of Elsteynwick, Victoria, and
was collected hy her during travels with her hushand i Northern
Anstralia in 1933, and exhibited at a Club meeting early this year.
One haunt of D. dicuphn 25 at Koolpinyah, ahout 30 niles fvom
Darwin, where 1t grows on the Paper-barks (Melofeuca), also on
other trees m this locality, and is reporfed as fairly abundant.
Ity Darwin the showy and graceinl sprays of flowers are favoured
for wedding houquets, etec. a purpose for which they are well
suited.

It is nunecessary to give a full deseription of this orchud, for
the accompanying plate shows its characteristics, The indwidual
Aowerz arg approximately 3 cm, in diameler ;) (the segments of the
penanth are pure white—deep purple at the base—thas the
fowers possess a contrasting centre.

Bentham gives, n Flora Austrobiousis, vi, a fairly detailed de-
scription of 2. dicuphaosn; but his material was dried, and the
eofour of the blooms s incorrectly given. He also records lew
fAowers to a raceme (three ar four), in Mrs, Barrett’s plant the
raceme possessed fifteen,

I am indebted to Dr. R.S. Rogers, of Adelmde (5.A.) for the
definite determination of tlns orehid,

Bentham gives the following habitats for this species: The
Liverpool R, (Gulliver), and Port Drarwin (Schultz) .

REY TO ILIUSTRATION (DENDROBIUM DICUPHAM, 17y.M.)
FFig, A—A typical specimaou, <

FFig B—Calli on the labellum-lamina.

Fig. C—Spm

Fig. D-=Colunnt head showing wine aiither remayed,
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